CITIZENSHIP STANDARDS
Participation in extracurricular student activities is a privilege and not a right.  Students who represent Monett in an extracurricular activity are expected to be good citizens.  A student who fails to exhibit good citizenship shall lose the privilege of participating in the student activity.  These general and specific citizenship standards apply to students three hundred sixty-five (365) days a year, twenty-four hours a day - no matter where the student is located.

These citizenship violations will be dealt with individually, and the penalty may vary with the seriousness of the circumstances of the offense.  The penalty for a general citizenship violation may range from a reprimand by the sponsor/coach to permanently barring the student from further participation in the School District’s extracurricular activities program.  


A.   General Citizenship Standards
A student may violate the school district’s citizenship standards by conduct such as the following:

1. Repeated referrals for disciplinary action to the Principal, or other person having general responsibility for student discipline 

2. A single breach of good conduct, either in or out of school, whether such conduct would constitute a violation of the school district’s disciplinary policies or not which is verified to the satisfaction of the administration

3. A violation, or alleged violation, of federal, state or local criminal law which results in a summons being issued to the student, or charges being filed in court against the student, juvenile proceeding being initiated against the student or conduct which is verified to the satisfaction of the administration

4. Failure to follow the sportsmanship rules established by the school district, team, conference or MSHSAA in the opinion of the administration. 

5.     Violation of team or activity rules

6.     Single breach of the school district’s disciplinary policies which the administration considers to be serious

7.     Being suspended from school
In order to be of maximum effectiveness in serving and fostering the education of the students so entrusted to us and in promoting and supplementing the regular curriculum, it is the duty of all concerned with our activities programs to;

1. Cultivate awareness that participation in athletics and activities is part of the total educational process and as such, the coach/sponsor should neither seek nor expect academic privilege for the participants

2. Emphasize the proper ideals of sportsmanship, ethical conduct and fair play as they relate to the lifetime impact on the participants

3. Develop a working awareness and understanding of all rules and guidelines governing competition, both in letter and intent

4. Recognize that the purpose of activities is to promote the physical, mental, moral, social and emotional well-being of the individual participants

5. Avoid any practice or technique which would endanger the present or future welfare or safety of any participant

6. Adhere to policies which do not force or encourage students to specialize or restrict them from participation in a variety of activities

7. Refuse to disparage an opponent, an official, an administrator or spectator in any aspect of the activity

8. Strongly encourage the development of proper health habits: the non-use of chemicals, including alcohol, steroids, tobacco in any form and other mood-altering substances

9. Exemplify proper self-control at all times, accepting adverse decisions without public display of emotion or of dissatisfaction with the officials or judges

10. Encourage all to judge the true success of the athletic and activities program on the basis of the attitude of the participants and spectators, rather than on the basis of a win or loss

B.     Additional Specific Citizenship Standards

        Use or Possession of Alcoholic Beverages, Drugs or Tobacco 
Students are expected to refrain from possession or use of tobacco, drugs, and alcoholic beverages.  A student will violate the school district’s citizenship standards if he or she uses, possesses, has ingested, has under his or her control, sells, manufactures, administers, dispenses, distributes or compounds:

1. Tobacco in any form

2. Alcohol, intoxicating liquor as defined in Chapter 311, RSMo, or alcoholic beverages

3.    Controlled substances, counterfeit substances or imitation drugs as defined in Chapter 195, RSMo

4. Solvent or toluol as defined in Chapter 578, RSMo

5.    Controlled substance analogue as defined by Chapter 195, RSMo, and any substance which has a chemical makeup similar to any controlled substance, as defined above, and which when ingested or otherwise used causes a condition such as intoxication, euphoria, dizziness, irrational behavior, stupefaction, or hallucination

6.    Anabolic steroid or other similar compound which is derived from testosterone or prepared synthetically

7. Drug paraphernalia as defined in Chapter 195, RSMo

8.    Prescription medications which are not prescribed to the student

9. Prescription medications which are prescribed to the student, but only if the student sells, administers, dispenses or distributes the medication to others

Possession shall be defined as visual or physical evidence which is substantiated by a school official or law enforcement officer, to the satisfaction of the administration.  Violation of the tobacco/alcohol/drug rules shall cause the student to receive the following citizenship penalty:

MSHSAA Activities:

FIRST OFFENSE:   Suspension for 1/3 of contests/performances in participant's current or next activity season (or a combination).  The student will be expected to practice and meet all group responsibilities, as outlined by the sponsor/coach, but will not participate in contests/performances.  The student may, at his or her own expense, participate in an approved counseling program and have the suspension reduced to fifty percent of the original number of contests/performances.

SECOND OFFENSE:   365-day suspension from the activity program.   The student may, at his or her own expense, participate in an approved counseling program and have the suspension reduced to fifty percent of the original number of contests/performances.

THIRD OFFENSE:  Permanent removal from extra-curricular program.

Non-MSHSAA Activities and general student activities:


FIRST OFFENSE:  The student will be prohibited from participating in or attending any school activities for the next 60 school days.  The student may, at his or her own expense, participate in an approved counseling program and have the suspension reduced to 30 school days.


SECOND OFFENSE:  The student will be prohibited from participating in or attending any school activities for the next 180 school days.  The student may, at his or her own expense, participate in an approved counseling program and have the suspension reduced to 90 school days.


THIRD OFFENSE:  The student will be permanently prohibited from participating in or attending any school activities.

Additionally, violation of the tobacco/alcohol/drug portion of this policy may result in the student losing eligibility for participation in the A+ program.  Please see Board Policy JFCL for additional information.

 These rules are considered by the sponsors to be twelve (12) month rules and will be treated as such.  The rules in this handbook will apply to off-campus and on-campus incidents.  The rules are set forth to help students participating in or attending school-sponsored activities be responsible citizens who are accountable for their actions at all times.

MSHSAA activities affected are academic team, all sports, band, choir, dance team, winter guard, and speech/debate.

Non-MSHSAA activities affected include, but are not limited to: Art Club, FFA, FCCLA, FBLA, FTA, Key Club, M-Club, NFL, Student Senate, Multicultural Leadership Club, Science Club, Thespians, VICA, all school dances, etc. 


      Acts of Theft and/or Vandalism 

Students are expected to refrain from acts of theft or vandalism.  A student will violate the school district’s citizenship standards if he or she engages in the following conduct:

1. Direct acts of theft or vandalism at school or elsewhere which are verified to the satisfaction of the administration

2. Attempts to engage in theft of another person’s property which are verified to the satisfaction of the administration

3. Aiding or abetting another person who engages in acts of theft or vandalism at school or elsewhere which are verified to the satisfaction of the administration

4. A violation, or alleged violation, of federal, state, or local criminal law which results in a summons being issued to the student, charges being filed in adult or juvenile court against the student, or conduct which is verified to the satisfaction of the administration

Violation of the theft/vandalism rules shall cause the student to receive the following citizenship penalty:

CLASS I OFFENSE:  Where the violation of the theft/vandalism rules constitute or allege to involve the theft of items, or damage valued by the administration at five hundred dollars ($500.00) or more, the student shall receive a minimum 365-day citizenship suspension.  The student may have the suspension reduced to 180 days with completion of 20 hours of approved community service.

CLASS II OFFENSE:  Where the violation of the theft/vandalism rules constitute or allege to involve the theft of items or damage valued by the administration at less than five hundred dollars ($500.00), the student shall receive a minimum 90-day citizenship suspension.  The student may have the suspension reduced to 45 days with completion of 10 hours of approved community service.

 Team or Activity Standards 

Students are expected to observe and obey the rules established by the coach or sponsor of the activity.  The specific rules shall be communicated by each coach or sponsor to the student participants at the beginning of the activity.  Violation of the team or activity rules shall constitute a violation of the school district’s citizenship standards with the penalty to be determined by the coach or sponsor, athletic director, and Principal.  

In addition, any student who leaves a sports team after the two-week tryout period without the advance permission of the head coach, athletic director, and Principal shall be subject to the following citizenship suspension:

First Occasion:  Citizenship suspension for one-third (1/3) of the contests in the student’s next sports season

Second Occasion:  Citizenship suspension for three hundred sixty-five (365) days

The above specific citizenship standards and consequences listed under section B are in place for the four (4) years a student is in high school.  For example, if a student violated the specific citizenship standards as a freshman and again as a senior, the violation would be considered a second offense or occasion.

